RESOLUTION 


OF 
4 SOF 
GONVENTION., 
May 23, 1828. 
Resolved, That the consideration of so much of the report and reso- 
lution as relates to the canons and regulations, be postponed, and that it 
be re-committed to the committee, with instructions to report to the next 


stated annual convention. 


In obedience to the preceding Resolution, the committee report the 


following canons and regulations. 


Philadelphia, May 1829. 
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PROPOSED CANONS 


OF THE 


PROTBSTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


IN THE 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


CANON I. 
Of the trial of a Clergyman, not being a Bishop. 


1 Sec. I. The trial of a clergyman, not being a bishop, shall be, on 
2 a presentment in writing, specifying with clearness and certainty, as 
3 to time, place, and circumstance, the crime, or misdemeanor, by viola- 
4 tion of the canons or otherwise, charged; the said presentment to be 
5 made to the bishop, either by the convention, or by the vestry of the 
6 parish to which the accused belongs, or by any three presbyters of this 
7 diocese, entitled to a seat in the convention; the said vestry or presby- 
8 ters pledging themselves to make good the accusation. If the present- 
9 ment be made by the convention, they shall by ballot appoint a com- 
10 mittee to sign and prosecute the same. 
1 Sec. II. Such presentment being made to the bishop, and being 
2 accompanied by a farther statement in writing of the names of the wit- 
3 nesses, and of the purport of their evidence, and by such documentary 
4 evidence as is relied on, the bishop shall cause a copy of said present- 
5 ment to be served upon the accused, by a summoner appointed by the 
6 bishop, and shall call on him by written summons to show cause, at a 
7 day and place therein named, why a commissary should not be ap- 
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pointed as hereinafter set forth; and, upon the return of the summoner? 
that he has served the same, and no sufficient cause to the contrary 
being shown, the bishop shall appoint a suitable person to be a com- 
missary, who shall repair to the city, or county, where the crime or 
misdemeanor is alleged to have been committed; and, having either 
then or previously appointed a convenient time and place, and given 
not less than fifteen days notice thereof by a summoner appointed by 
the bishop to the party accused, and also to the chairman, or a member 
of the committee appointed by the convention, or to either church- 
warden of the vestry, or to either of the three presbyters, presenting, 
the commissary shall then and there proceed to examine the witnesses 
on both sides, carefully taking down their examinations in writing, 
which being approved by the witnesses, shall be signed by them re- 
spectively ; and, if it be required by either party, some person qualified 
by law to administer an oath or affirmation shall be requested to do so 
in this behalf: and the examinations so taken, with any documentary 
evidence certified by the commissary and enclosed under his seal, shall 
by him be delivered or transmitted to the bishop without delay; where- 
upon further proceedings shall be taken, unless, upon satisfactory evi- 
dence of error or mal-practice; the bishop shall deem it necessary to 
justice to order a further examination; in which case, the same or 
another commissary, as the bishop shall determine, shall be appointed 
as before, and with similar powers and duties. 

Sec. II. Either before the appointment of a commissary, or after 
a report made by him, the bishop shall have power to dismiss the pre- 
sentment, and declare the accused party discharged, if the accusation 
contained in it appears to him an imsuflicient cause of presentment in 
itself, or to be clearly unsupported by the evidence. 

Src. IV. Upon the report of the commissary being made to the 
bishop, and no further examination being ordered, nor the presentment 
dismissed by him as aforesaid, the bishop shall nominate eight presbyters 
of this diocese having a seat in the convention, of whom the accused 
may choose two; or in case of his refusal or neglect so to do, the stand- 
ing committee shall select two; and the presbyters so chosen shall be 
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the assessors. And the commissary and assessors, having agreed upon 
some convenient time and place, and having caused not less than thirty 
days notice thereof to be given to the party accused, and also to the 
chairman or a member of the committee appointed by the convention, 
or to either church-warden of the vestry, or to either of the three pres- 
byters, presenting, the said notice to be given by a summoner appointed 
by the bishop, shall then and there proceed to the trial, upon the evi- 
dence and report of the commissary, and upon such other evidence as 
may be produced; which new evidence shall be reduced to writing, 
and approved and signed by the witnesses respectively, as before. The 
commissary and assessors having deliberately considered the evidence, 
shall, within ten days after closing the same, declare in a written judg- 
ment signed by them, or by a majority of them, that the accused is 
guilty, or that he is not guilty, of the charges laid in the presentment, 
in the order therein set forth; which judgment, with all the evidence 
received, shall be delivered forthwith to the bishop: provided always, 
that the accused shall be allowed to be present at all the examinations 
of witnesses and other proceedings, whether held by the commissary, 
or by the commissary and assessors, and to offer explanations, or a 


5 defence of the acts with which he is charged; and provided also, that 


the matter of such explanations or defence shall be reduced to writing 
by the accused, and be presented, with the evidence, to the bishop. 
Sec. V._ If the accused shall neglect or refuse to appear before the 
commissary, when summoned according to Sec. 2. of this canon, the 
examination shall proceed as if he were present. And if the accused 
shall neglect or refuse to appear before the commissary and assessors, 
(except for some reasonable cause, to be judged of by them,) when 
summoned according to Sec. 4. of this canon, and no defence be there 
made under his authority, they shall declare him to be in contumacy, 
and report the same to the bishop, and sentence of suspension from the 
ministry shall pass against him for contumacy: but the said sentence 
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accused shall tender himself ready, and accordingly appear and take 
his trial’on the presentment3 but if he shall not so tender himself before 
2 
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the expiration of the said three months, the sentence of degradation 
from the ministry for contumacy shall forthwith be pronounced by the 
bishop, and shall be publicly read in the churches. 

Src. VI. The accused, on his first appearance, whether before the 
bishop at the return of the summoner previous to the appointment of 
a commissary, or before the commissary, or before the commissary and 
assessors, shall be called on to say whether he is guilty or not guilty of 
the offence or offences charged against him. On his neglect or refusal 
to answer, the plea of not guilty shall be entered for him. — And if he 
be found, or confess himself, guilty of the matters charged in the pre- 
sentment, or any of them, the bishop shall pronounce the sentence 
according to the canons; but in case of a vacancy in the episcopate, 
the standing committee shall report the proceedings to the bishop of 
some other diocese, as near as may be to this, by whom the sentence 
according to the canons may be pronounced. Provided always, that 
the bishop, upon satisfactory proof of error or mal-practice in the pro- 
ceedings of the commissary and assessors, may, if he deems it necessary 
to justice, grant a new trial to the accused; in which case, new assessors 
shall be appointed, and the other proceedings be conducted as directed 
by Sec. 4. of this canon. 

Suc. VII. The proceedings in the case being complete, according 
to the requisitions of this canon, the sentence or penalty pronounced 
by the bishop, according to the canons, shall be final. 


CANON II. 


Of the repulsion of a Layman from the Holy Communion, and of the 
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proceedings to his trial in case of appeal. 


Sec. I. The minister of any parish shall, according to the rubric, 
repel from the holy communion any, being a communicant of his parish, 
whom he knows to be an open and notorious evil liver, or to have done 
any wrong to his neighbour by word or deed, so that the congregation 
be thereby offended; also those betwixt whom he perceiveth malice 
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or hatred to reign; which repulsion shall continue and be in force until 
the conditions required by the rubric shall have been respectively 
fulfilled: provided that the act of repulsion shall always be in writing, 
and shall specify the causes thereof, and shall be served on the party 
repelled, either in person, or by a sealed letter left at his usual place 
of abode: and provided also, that the minister shall not repel as afore- 
said, for any cause or controversy to which he or his family, or any of 
them, shall be a party, nor if the minister be a deacon only. 

Src. IJ. Although, because no man shall be a judge in his own 
cause, and all should judge righteously, it is forbidden to a minister to 
repel for any cause or controversy to which he is a party, or in any 
case in which, by reason of fear, favour, or affection, he may not be 
impartial; yet if, notwithstanding, he shall in his conscience believe 
that a party ought to be repelled from the holy communion for any of 
the causes set forth in the rubric, he shall refer the whole matter to 
the presbyters of three of the nearest parishes, who, or a majority of 
whom, shall act in this behalf, in his place and stead, with like powers 
and duties; and in all cases where the minister is only a deacon, he 
shall refer the case to three presbyters in like manner: provided always, 
that nothing in this canon shall be so construed as to forbid the private 
admonitions of the minister to the party offending, and also his private 
advice that such party withdraw voluntarily, should the minister deem 
such advice proper and expedient. 

Sec. III. When any person shall have been repelled from the holy 
communion, the minister or ministers repelling him shall give written 
notice, with the cause thereof, to the bishop, within ten days, if the 
usual place of worship of the parish of the party repelled, be not more 
than five miles distant from the residence of the bishop; or if at a 
greater distance, such notice shall be transmitted through the post- 
office, within fifteen days from the time of the repulsion. In case of a 
vacancy in the office of bishop, the notice shall be given to the suc- 
ceeding bishop within one calendar month after his consecration. And 
in case of failure to give such notice, the act of repulsion shall be void. 

Sec. IV. If any person so repelled from the holy communion shall 
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allege that injustice has been done, or that the provisions herein con- 
tained have been violated or disregarded, or if, notwithstanding he 
shall have professed himself ready and willing in truth and sincerity 
to comply with the requisitions expressed in the rubric, in order to be 
restored to the holy communion, his repulsion shall be continued, he 
may present his complaint in writing to the bishop, setting forth the 
grounds thereof, and desiring that he may be restored to the com- 
munion. Whereupon, unless the bishop shall in a summary manner, 
according to the fifth section of this canon, direct him to be restored, 
an inquiry and examination shall be made in manner following. The 
notice given to the bishop by the presbyter or presbyters repelling, 
shall stand in the place of a presentment of the party repelled; and 
the proceedings thereon shall be the same as are before provided in 
the case of a presentment made against a clergyman, not being a bishop, 
after the report of the commissary, except that besides the clerical 
assessors, the bishop shall nominate eight laymen of this diocese. of 
whom the accused may choose two, or in case of his neglect or refusal, 
the standing committee shall appoint two; and the two persons so 
chosen or appointed, with the two clerical assessors, to be chosen or 
appointed as aforesaid, having added one layman to their number, shall 
be the assessors, and proceed to the trial in like manner as is provided 
in the case of a clergyman not being a bishop; and having heard and 
deliberately considered the allegations and testimony on either side, 
they. or a majority of them, shall declare in writing their judgment, 
whether the party presented has been rightfully repelled, according 
to the rubric and the provisions of this canon, or not; and whether his 
repulsion ought or ought not to be continued; and shall forthwith report 
their judgment to the bishop; and unless the bishop shall see cause to 
order a rehearing of the case by the assessors, or, if desired by the 
party repelled, by other assessors to be nominated and chosen, or ap- 
pointed in manner aforesaid, he shall communicate the judgment to the 
presbyter or presbyters repelling, and to the party repelled, which 
shall be final and conelusive. Proyided, that if the judgment shall 
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direct a further continuance of the repulsion, it shall nevertheless be 
subject to all the conditions and provisions of the rubric. 

Sec. V. On the presentation of the complaint of the party repelled, 
the bishop may, in a summary manner, direct him to be restored to 
the communion, if the cause assigned by the minister or ministers for 
the repulsion be in the bishop’s opinion insufficient, or the repulsion 
be contrary to the canons. 

Sec. VI. Any layman, being a communicant of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this diocese, may, for any of the causes stated in 
the first section of this canon, be presented by the vestry of the con- 
gregation to which he belongs. The presentment shall be made in the 
form directed by the first section of the first of these canons, and the 
proceedings thereon shall be the same as are directed by the fourth 
section of this canon. 


CANON III. 
Of the trial of a Bishop. 


Sec. I. The presentment of a bishop shall be made only by the 
convention, and at a stated session, a majority of each order concurring: 
it shall be in writing, setting forth with clearness and certainty, in 
regard to time, place, and circumstance, the crime, or the misdemeanor 
imputed; and shall be signed by the clerical and lay-members thereto 
consenting, and made to any two or more, not exceeding three bishops: 
provided, that the resolution to present, and the vote thereon, shall 
not, in any case, take place on the same day. And the convention 
making the presentment, shall, by a concurrent vote, appoint a com- 
mittee, to consist of three presbyters and three lay-members of their 
own body, to whom they may give instructions for prosecuting the 
same; of which committee the member first named shall be the chair- 
man, and so successively, if a vacancy happens. Upon a presentment 
being so made, the bishops shall have authority to proceed thereupon 
in the manner hereby directed. 
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Sec. I. The bishops shall cause a copy of the presentment to be 
served upon the accused by a summoner, to be by them appointed, and 
shall call on him by written summons to appear at a time and place 
named and answer thereto. If he appear, he shall then be called on 
to say whether he is guilty or not guilty of the offence or offences 
charged against him; and, on his neglect or refusal, the plea of not 
guilty shall be entered for him. Whereupon, unless he confess himself 
guilty, the bishops shall nominate three other bishops, if there be so 
many in the United States; and if not, all the other bishops: and out 
of the whole number, that is to say, the bishops to whom the present- 
ment is made, and the others by them nominated, the accused bishop 
may choose three; or if he neglect or refuse so to do, the bishops to 
whom the presentment is made, if only two, shall appoint one other. 
who with themselves shall be the judges on the trial; or if they be 
three, then these three shall be the judges. 

Sec. III. The bishops so appointed or constituted the judges, shall 
fix on some convenient time and place within this diocese for the trial, 
and having caused at least thirty days’ notice thereof to be given to the 
accused by a summoner to be by them appointed, and also to the chair- 
man of the committee of the convention constituted to conduct the 
prosecution of the presentment in the manner before directed, they 
shall then and there proceed in the trial; provided, that for sufficient 


8 cause, or to prevent a failure of justice, they may adjourn from time 


to time; and provided also, that the accused shall at all times during 
the trial have free liberty to be present, to produce his testimony, and 
to make his defence. 

Sec. IV. The judges having fully heard the allegations and testi- 
mony of the parties, and deliberately considered the same, after they 
have withdrawn, shall declare respectively whether, in their opinion, 
the accused be guilty or not guilty of the charges contained in the 
presentment, in the order in which they are set forth; and the declara- 
tion of a majority of the judges, being reduced to writing, and signed 
by those who assent thereto, shall be considered as the judgment of 
said judges, and shall be pronounced: in the presence of the parties, if 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
Wi 
18 
aR, 


wo 


oO e 


oN D 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


me CF WwW me 


1 


they choose to attend. And if it be that the accused is guilty, the 
judges shall at the same time pass their sentence, and award the penalty 
according to the canons: provided, that if the accused shall, before 
sentence is passed, show satisfactory cause to induce a belief that 
justice has not been done, the judges, or a majority of them, may, 
according to their sound discretion, grant a re-hearing; and in either 
case, before passing sentence, the accused shall have the opportunity 
of being heard, if he have aught to say in excuse or palliation. Pro- 
vided, that the accused shall not be held guilty, unless a majority of 
the judges shall concur in regard to one or more of the offences charged, 
and only as relates to those charges in which a majority so concur. 
Sec. V. If the accused bishop neglect or refuse to appear, accord- 
ing to the summons of the bishops to whom the presentment is made, 
or to appear and make defence before the judges, notice having been 
served on him as aforesaid, except for some reasonable cause, to be 
allowed by the said bishops or judges, they shall declare him to be in 
contumacy ; and sentence of suspension from the ministry shall be pro- 
nounced against him for contumacy, by the senior of the said bishops 
or judges: but the said sentence shall be reversed, if within three 
calendar months he shall tender himself ready, and accordingly appear 
and take his trial on the presentment. But if the accused bishop shall 
not so tender himself before the expiration of the said three months, 
the sentence of degradation from the ministry shall, at the instance of 
the prosecuting committee, be pronounced against him by the senior 
of the two or more bishops, to whom the case was originally referred. 


CANON IV. 
Of taking the depositions of witnesses. 


If, in any case, either of a clergyman, not being a bishop, or of a lay- 
man, the testimony of witnesses shall be requisite, whose attendance 
before the commissary or at the trial cannot, in the opinion of the 
bishop, be procured, their depositions shall be taken and reduced to 
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writing, upon such notice to the party presenting or party accused, 
and under such other regulations as the bishop shall prescribe, and 
shall, when taken in conformity, be read in evidence, with the same 
effect as if taken by the commissary, or at the trial. In the case of an 
accused bishop, the taking of the testimony of such witnesses may, in 
like manner, and with the same effect, be authorized by the bishops 
appointed to be the judges. 


CANON V. 


Of persons against whom presentments are made, not to be found, or 


removed ; and of the service of notices, or citations. 


Sec. I. If a presentment be duly made against a clergyman not a 
bishop, and after reasonable diligence he cannot be found in this 
diocese, or has removed from it, and notice of the presentment cannot 
on that account be served on him, and return be made accordingly by 
the summoner, in such case, the bishop, with the advice of the standing 
committee, having considered the character of the accusation, and the 
probability of its truth, may suspend the accused from the exercise of 
all his ministerial functions. But such suspension shall be removed, 
if within three months the accused shall appear and accept service of 
a citation, returnable within thirty days. If the accused shall not so 
appear within three months, the bishop, with the consent of the stand- 
ing committee, may pronounce sentence of degradation against him. 

Src. II. If, from causes the same as those mentioned in the pre- 
ceding section, notice of presentment cannot be served on an accused 
bishop, and return be made accordingly by the summoner, the two or 
more bishops before whom the presentment is first laid, shall, after 
sixty days, proceed to examine the witnesses for the prosecution, and 
such other witnesses as may offer, all the evidence being reduced to 
writing, and signed by the witnesses respectively. The said two or 
more bishops, or a majority of them, shall then transmit to each of the 
other bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
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copies of the presentment, and of the evidence so taken, requesting of 
each of them his opinion in writing, whether the accused bishop is 
guilty or not guilty; and the said two or more bishops shall also pro- 
duce in writing their respective opinions on the same question. And 
if a majority of all the bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States shall so declare their opinion that the accused is 
guilty, the senior of the said two or more bishops shall, at the instance 
of the prosecuting committee of the convention, pronounce sentence of 
degradation from the ministry against the bishop accused ; and this sen- 
tence shall be final. 

Sec. III. Every notice or citation to either party, required in con- 
sequence of a presentment, shall be directed to the summoner, appointed. 
for the occasion, according to the canons respectively; and return 
thereof shall be made thereon in writing; and the leaving a copy at 


_ the last place of abode of the person to be cited, or delivering it to 


him in person, shall be deemed good service thereof. 


CANON VI. 
Of Penalties. 


Sec. I. If any clergyman of this church, not a bishop, shall be 
guilty of crime or of misdemeanor, by violation of the canons, or other- 
wise, and shall be thereof duly convicted, or shall confess himself guilty, 
he shall be admonished by the bishop, or suspended from the ministry, 
or degraded therefrom, according to the character and circumstances 
of his offence. All suspension or degradation from the ministry shall 
be from the entire ministry, and not merely from a higher to a lower 
grade of the same. 

Sec. Il. After an accused clergyman, not a bishop, has been con- 
victed by the commissary and assessors, the said commissary and 
assessors shall forthwith proceed to consider and declare, in writing, 
and under their signatures, what in their opinion is the due punishment 
of the offence, of which the accused has been found guilty, having 
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respect to the character and circumstances of the offence, whether 
admonition by the bishop, suspension, and for what period, or under 
what conditions, or degradation; and they, or a majority of them, being 
assembled for this purpose, shall not separate or adjourn, until they 
have so declared their opinion of the due punishment; and. their said 
declaration shall be forthwith delivered or transmitted to the bishop, 
together with their judgment of conviction, and the evidence in the 
cause. 

Sec. III... If the bishop approve of the punishment so declared, he 
shall in writing give sentence accordingly: but if he do not approve of 
it, he shall, in hke manner, impose such other less punishment hereby 
authorized as he shall think justly due. 

Sec. IV. If.a layman repelled by his» minister shall after trial be 
found guilty, his repulsion shall continue, subject to the conditions of 
the rubric: and if found guilty on a presentmentiaccording to the sixth 
section of the second canon, he shall be repelled from the communion, 
subject to the same conditions. 

Sec. V. If, during the trial of a layman, it shall appear, from the 
evidence, to the assessors, that there’ has been great heinousness and 
aggravation in the offence or offences of the accused, they may, after 
convicting him, and without separating or adjourning, declare in 
writing to the bishop, that the said convicted layman ought not to be 
any longer a member of the Protestant Episcopal Church. And if the 
bishop, acting on the subject without delay, shall agree thereto, the 
expulsion of the said person from the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
shall be the punishment to be inflicted. 

Sec. VI. Ifa clergyman, not a bishop, shall confess himself guilty 
on any presentment duly made, the bishop shall determine on his 
punishment, whether admonition, suspension, and for what term, and 
on what conditions, or degradation from the ministry. If a lay person, 
after appealing to the bishop from the sentence of repulsion from the 
holy communion, shall, at any period before or during the investigation 
or trial, confess himself guilty of the offence or offences for which he 
was repelled, the bishop shall, determine the duration of his repulsion, 
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or the conditions on which it shall be removed; or, in case there has 
been great heinousness and aggravation in his offence or offences, his 
expulsion from the Protestant Episcopal Church. Provided always, 
and in all cases of repulsion from the holy communion, that, if the per- 
son repelled be visited with extreme or mortal sickness, the minister 
of the parish, if satisfied that he is truly penitent, but not otherwise, 
may administer the holy communion, or authorize it to be administered 
to him before his death, though the term of repulsion be not expired. 

Src. VII. When an accused bishop shall.be convicted, the same 
tribunal that has convicted him, shall further determine the punish- 
ment due to the offender, considering the character and circumstances 
of the offence, whether admonition by the said judges, suspension from 
the ministry, and for what period, or under what conditions, or degra- 
dation from the ministry. And. this decision shall be final. 

Sec. VIII. If an accused bishop, on his appearance. before the 
bishops, according to the second section of the third canon, or in 
writing, and under his signature, confess that he is guilty of the offence 
charged in the presentment made by the convention of his diocese, the 
two or more bishops to whom the case is first referred, shall determine 
the punishment due, whether admonition by the said bishops, suspension 
from the ministry, and for what period, or under what conditions, or 
degradation from the ministry; and this, their decision, shall be final. 

Sec. IX. In every case of degradation from the ministry, the 
bishop who pronounces sentence shall, without delay, cause the sentence 
of degradation to be published from every pulpit in this diocese, where 
there may be an officiating minister; and he shall also give information 
of the sentence to all the bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, and to the standing committees of those dioceses 
in which there is no bishop. i 
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CANON VII. 
Of misbehaviour of Clergymen residing in another State. 


If a clergyman resident in another state shall come temporarily into 
this, under the imputation of having elsewhere been guilty of any 
crime or misdemeanor, by violation of the canons, or otherwise, or if 
any clergyman while sojourning here shall misbehave in any of these 
respects, the bishop, upon probable cause, may admonish such clergy- 
man, and forbid him ‘to officiate in this diocese. And if, after such 
prohibition, the said clergyman so officiate, the bishop shall give notice 
to all the congregations that the officiating of the said clergyman is, 
under any and all circumstances, prohibited; and like notice shall he 
give to the bishop, or if there be no bishop, to the standing committee 
of the diocese, to which the said clergyman belongs.. And such pro- 
hibition shall continue in force until the bishop of this diocese be 
satisfied of the innocence of the said clergyman, or until he be acquitted 
on trial, and notice thereof be given by the bishop. 


CANON VII. 


Of the evidence of the clerical residence of Clergymen removing into this 
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diocese necessary to entitle them to seats in the convention. 


Ssc. I, To qualify a. clergyman coming from another state, district, 
or diocese for a seat in the convention, it shall be necessary first to 
obtain from the bishop a written testimonial of his being received as a 
clergyman of this diocese. And to entitle him to such testimonial, he 
shall produce from the bishop or bishops, or if there be no bishop, from 
a majority of the clerical members of the standing committee or com- 
mittees of the diocese or dioceses wherein he has resided during the 
last preceding three years, which committee or committees shall in all 
cases be duly convened, satisfactory written testimonials, signed by the 
said bishop or bishops, or by the majority of the clerical members of 
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said standing committee or committees, that he has not been justly 
liable to evil report for error in religion or viciousness of life, during 
the three years last. past; or if he come to this diocese from any state 
or district which has not acceded to the general constitution, the said 
testimonials ‘shall be signed by three clergymen of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States; and if he be a deacon, the said 
testimonials shall be addressed to the bishop of this diocese; or if there 
be no bishop, to the standing committee thereof. And the bishop shall 
moreover be satisfied that such clergyman has been called to settle in 
some parish in this diocese, and that he has come hither with that 
purpose and expectation; or that he is engaged as a professor, tutor, 
or instructer of youth in some college, academy, or other incorporated 
seminary of learning, or as’a missionary, under the ecclesiastical au- 
thority of this diocese; or that he has been stationed within this diocese 
asa chaplain in the army or navy of the United States: and in such 
cases, the bishop shall give the testimonial required. Provided always, 
that whenever the bishop shall deem it expedient, he may further 
enquire of the bishop, or if there be no bishop, of the standing com- 
mittee of any diocese in which the said clergyman has previously 
resided, concerning his orderly compliance with the institutions and 
government of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and if the answer to 
the said enquiry shall specify acts contrary thereto, done by. said cler- 
gyman, the bishop may withhold the said testimonial until he is satisfied 
of the good intentions in the premises, of the said clergyman, for the 
future. 

Src. II. This testimonial shall be the evidence of the commence- 
ment of the canonical residence and right to a seat in the convention, 
required by the constitution, as regards clergymen hereafter coming 
into this diocese. 
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CANON IX. 
Of the Standing Committee. 


Sec. I, At every stated convention, a standing committee, to consist 
of five of the clergy and five of the laity, shall be chosen by ballot, by 
the concurrent vote of the members of each order. And vacancies 
occurring by death, or otherwise, in said committee, shall be supplied 
by the concurrent vote of the remaining clerical members and lay 
members of the committee. 

Sec. IJ. This committee, shall have in special charge, the care and 
investment of the convention fund, and also of the fund for the support 
of the episcopate, whether arising from the legacy of the late Andrew 
Doz, Esq. or otherwise given in charge or trust to the convention. 

Sec, II. In case of a vacancy in the episcopate, the powers and 
duties to be performed by the bishop, as regards discipline, except the 
pronouncing sentence of deposition or degradation from the ministry, 
shall belong to and be performed by the standing committee. In case 
of such vacancy, the standing committee shall also have power to act 
in the granting of testimonials to clergymen removing into this diocese, 
agreeably to the canons. 

Src. IV. In the case of the absence of the bishop of this diocese 
in foreign parts, expected to continue for six months, or more, the 
bishop, before his departure, shall, with the consent of the standing 
committee, request the bishop of some neighbouring diocese, or some 
other bishop or bishops, to perform the episcopal acts and duties per- 
taining to this diocese, during his absence: or if the bishop neglect, or 
refuse to do so, the standing committee may do the same, at any time 
after his departure from the United States. All other acts and duties 
of the bishop, being such as may be performed by the standing com- 
mittee in case of a vacancy in the episcopate, shall be equally per- 
formed by them during any absence of the bishop, as aforesaid. And 
the convention, during said absence of the bishop, shall, at each meet- 
ing thereof, elect its president. 
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Sec. V... The record of all the proceedings on a presentment of a 
clergyman or layman shall be preserved by the standing committee: 
and for that purpose shall, after a final decision, be delivered to their 
secretary. 


CANON X. 
Of the celebration of Marriage. 


No minister of this church shall celebrate any marriage, without 
being satisfied that it is not forbidden by the law of God, or of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or by the canons of the church. And 
if both or either of the parties be minors, it shall be also necessary that 
the consent of the parents, guardians, master, or mistress, (as the case 
may require) be first obtained, unless they live out of the United States, 
and that fact be known or proved to the minister; and that such con- 
sent be certified to him by some credible person or persons acquainted 
with them and the minor, or be otherwise sufliciently proved or known 
to him. Whereupon the minister, not knowing nor having reason to 
believe that there is any lawful impediment, may, and if either of the 
parties be of his congregation, it shall be his duty to join them in mar- 
riage. The certificate aforesaid shall be in writing, if he requires it. 


CANON XI. 
Of Parochial Instruction. 


Sec. I. All ministers of parishes, and all missionaries in this diocese, 
shall be diligent in instructing the children in the catechism; and shall 
also, by stated catechetical lectures and instruction, be diligent in 
informing the youth and others, in the doctrines, constitution, and 
liturgy of the church. And it shall be the duty of all such ministers 
and missionaries to examine the children in the catechism of the church, 
or in some other catechism approved by the bishop, or by the standing 
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committee if there is no bishop, as far as practicable once a week, or 
on each Sunday that divine service is performed in any church or 
congregation under his care, durmg seven months in every year, to be 
designated by the minister at such period or periods of the year as may 
be most convenient for the assembling of the children. And it shall 
farther be the duty of all such ministers, at least four times in every 
year, to deliver a catechetical lecture on the subjects aforesaid, to the 
youth and others, giving previous notice thereof. 

Sec. II. On notice being received by a minister or missionary from 
the bishop; of his intention to visit the parish or parishes of said minis- 
ter or missionary, it shall be his duty to give notice thereof to his 
congregation or congregations, on their first meeting thereafter for 
public worship; and. also, immediate notice thereof to the members 
individually, as opportunity may offer. He shall also, on said occasion 
of public worship, invite the children of due age, and others not con- 
firmed, to advise with him concerning their coming to that holy ordi- 
nance; and he shall diligently and faithfully prepare them for the same. 
And he shall be ready to: present for confirmation those who shall have 
been previously instructed and prepared; and shall deliver to the 
bishop, a list of the names of those presented. 

Src. Il]. | Every minister of a parish shall encourage the formation 
of Sunday schools, and the efficient prosecution of instruction in them, 
in conformity with the principles of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
And he shall report the number of scholars and teachers in his annual 
parochial report. 


CANON XII. 
Of Parochial Visiting. 


Src. I. Every minister of a parish or parishes in this diocese, shall 
statedly visit each and every family of his parish or parishes, by calling 
at their residences respectively, at least once in every year, unless he 
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be prevented by sickness; and he shall report to the bishop before or 
at every convention, whether he has performed this duty. 

Sec. Il. Every minister of a parish or parishes in this diocese shall 
visit frequently every sick person of his parish or parishes, of whose 
sickness he may be in any way informed, and also every sick member 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, sojourning in his neighbourhood; 
and he shall be diligent, faithful, and tender, in instruction and admo- 
nition and prayer with them, till their recovery or death. 

Sec. Ill. Every such minister shall visit those persons or families 
of his parish or parishes, and sojourners belonging to the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, whom he may know in any way to be under calamity 
or affliction, and shall tenderly administer to them christian instruction 
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and consolation. 
Sec. IV. Every missionary in this diocese shall faithfully fulfil this 


canon, as far as is consistent with his travelling duties. 
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CANON XIII. 
Of Churches, or Houses of Worship. 


1 Consistency requires that houses consecrated and set apart for the 
2 worship of Almighty God, according to the rites and ceremonies of this 
church, should not be used for purposes merely secular, and not con- 
nected with her proper concerns, or interests: and that public worship 
therein should be performed according to her authorized services, and 
by ministers recognised by her canons, and subject to her order and 
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CANON XIV. 


Of Registers of Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths, and of Parochial 
Reports. 


1 Sec. I. Each clergyman shall keep an account of all the baptisms, 
2 marriages and funerals solemnized by him in the discharge of his 
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ministry, specifying the name and date of the birth of the child bap- 
tized, with the names of the parents, the name of the adult baptized, 
the names of the parties married, and the name of the person buried; 
and also, the time when each rite was performed. 

Src. II. These entries shall, by the minister, or, if so ordered by 
the vestry, by the clerk or sexton of the church, be recorded in a 
suitable book, to be provided by the vestry, which shall be the Church 
Register, and shall belong to, and remain with the vestry, as a part of 
the church records. And the minister of each parish shall also keep 
a list of all the communicants within his cure, as nearly as they can be 
ascertained ; and also, a list of the persons confirmed from time to time, 
by the bishop. 

Sec. III. Every minister of a parish, or parishes, in this diocese, 
shall present or forward, at every annual convention, to the bishop, or 
if there be no bishop, to the president of the convention, a statement 
of the number of baptisms, marriages, funerals, and persons confirmed, 
in his parish or parishes severally, since the last like report; and also, 
of the number of the communicants, distinguishing the additions, 
removals, and deaths, since the last report; also, he shall declare 
whether he has visited all the families of his parish, or parishes, within 
the last year, according to canon xii. sec. i.; also, he shall add a state- 
ment of all other matters of fact, that may throw light on the state of 
his parish, or parishes. 

Sec. IV. These parochial reports shall be read in the convention; 
and all the specifications of baptisms, marriages, funerals, persons con- 
firmed, and communicants, and the statements of other matters of fact 
contained in them, as also the fact of his having visited, or not visited 
all the families of his parish or parishes, shall be entered on the Journal 
of the Convention. 
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CANON XV. 


Of the evidence of the appointment of Lay Deputies to the Convention. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


10 
il 


omnrN oa ar wn 


a 
wor we Oo 


The appointment of lay deputies to the convention of this diocese, 
shall be certified in writing by a warden, or two vestrymen, of the 
proper church; and the certificate shall state, that the deputy, or each 
deputy named in it, if the certificate be for more than one, is, and has 
also been. for not less than six months before the time of his election, a 
worshipper in the church or parish he is deputed to represent. And 
no other certificate or evidence of the appointment of any lay deputy 
or deputies to the convention of this diocese shall be allowed or received. 
A copy of this canon shall be annually sent, by the secretary of the 
convention, to every church in this diocese, with the notice of the 
meeting of the convention. 


CANON XVI. 
A list to be made of the Ministers in this diocese. 


Sec. I. Within one week before the meeting of every convention 
of this diocese, the bishop shall prepare, or cause to be prepared, a 
list of all the ministers of the Protestant Episcopal Church, canonically 
resident in this diocese, annexing the names of their respective cures, 
or parishes, or of their stations as missionaries, or of the colleges, 
academies, or other seminaries of learning, incorporated, in which they 
are engaged, or in regard to those who are not engaged in parishes, 
missions, or institutions of learning, as above, their places of residence 
only. And such list, corrected as hereinafter mentioned, shall be laid 
before the convention on the first day of meeting, and be appended to 
the Journal, and shall be transmitted to the secretary of every general 


2 convention. 


Sec. II. The list of the clergy of this diocese, so prepared by the 
bishop, and by him amended, according to the changes that may occur, 
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whether by death, ordination, discipline, or canonical removals from, 
or admissions into this diocese, shall be evidence of a clergyman’s 
having a cure, or mission, or engagement in some seminary of general 
learning. And no clergyman, while suspended from the ministry, 
shall have a place on said hist. 

Sec. III. The right of any clergyman of this diocese to a seat in 
the convention shall, if disputed, be determined, according to the 
provisions of the constitution and canons, by the convention itself; 
whether his name be inserted in the list aforesaid, or omitted. 

Src. IV. The bishop shall take such measures for notifying the 
admission of ministers into this diocese, as may prevent unwary and 
ignorant people from being imposed on by persons pretending to be 
authorized ministers of this church. And his certificate shall be the 
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evidence of such admission. 

Sec. V. Itshall be the duty of the clergy to attend regularly at 
the meeting of every convention. At the opening of the convention 
their names shall be called over, and absentees noted, and at the ensuing 
convention these shall be required to give excuses for their absence; 
or if they continue absent, they shall send their excuses in writing: 
and if the excuse be deemed insufficient, or be entirely omitted, either 
‘shall be a good cause for presentment. 
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CANON XVII. 


Of the admission of a Church or Congregation into union with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this diocese. 


1 Sec.I. To entitle a church or congregation to admission into union 
2 with the Protestant Episcopal Church in this diocese, it shall be re- 
3 quired that the vestry submit to the convention the original articles of 
4 association; or if incorporated, their original charter, or a copy thereof 
5 duly authenticated, according to law: and that it shall appear therein, 
6 that such church or congregation accedes to the constitution, canons, 
7 doctrines, discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
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in the United States, and to the constitution and canons of this diocese : 
and it shall appear further, that the said act of association, or charter, 
has been submitted to the bishop and standing committee, and by them 
respectively approved; or if the approbation of either the bishop or 
standing committee, or both, is withheld, he or they shall report to the 
convention, with the articles of association, or charter, the reasons of 
his or their disapprobation. 

Sec. II. The convention shall refer the whole matter and docu- 
ments of cases of this kind, to a committee of three clerical and three 
lay members of the same, to be appointed as soon after the organ- 
izing of the convention as conveniently may be, who shall make report 
thereon to the convention for its final determination. Provided always, 
that the convention shall not admit into union with this diocese, any 
church or congregation which does not expressly accede to the consti- 
tution, canons, doctrines, discipline and worship of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, and to the constitution and 
canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this diocese. 


CANON XVIII. 
Of supplying Vacant Congregations. 


Src. I. At every stated convention, a committee of three clerical 
and three lay members’shall be appointed by ballot, who, in concurrence 
with the bishop, or, in case of a vacancy, of the president of the standing 
committee, shall take order for supplying vacant congregations with 
occasional services; it being expected that the congregations so supplied 
will defray the expenses incident to such services. And it shall be 
the duty of the clergy, whether with or without parochial cures, having 
in the former case the consent of their proper vestries, to comply with 
the requisitions of the said committee in this behalf. And the com- 
mittee shall report to every stated convention an account of their pro- 
ceedings. 

Sec. II. When a parish becomes vacant, it shall be the duty of the 
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vestry to give notice thereof to the bishop, or if there is no bishop, to 
the president of the standing committee, forthwith. 


CANON XIX. 


Of preparing a report of the state of the Church in this diocese. 


A committee of the convention shall be appointed at the stated 
meeting of the same, next before every stated meeting of the general 
convention, to draught, with the advice and approbation of the bishop, 
a report of the state of the church in this diocese, to be presented to 
the general convention. 


CANON Xx. 
Of Deputies to the General Convention. 


Sec. I. Deputies to the general convention shall be chosen by the 
concurrent ballot of the clergy and lay votes, at every stated convention 
of this diocese; and their appointment shall continue until the next 
stated convention, and until others are chosen in their places. 

Sec. II. Should a vacancy occur by death, or otherwise, in the 
deputation to the general convention, it shall be supplied by the con- 
current vote of the remaining clerical and lay deputies. 


va 


me OO 


onannrt om 


10 
11 
12 
13 


ont ann rk Ww 


10 


REVISED REGULATIONS, &c. 


Ti 
Of the opening of the Convention, &c. 


1. No business shall be transacted on the day appointed for the 
meeting of the convention, except what appertains to its being duly 
organized. 

2. On the following day it shall proceed in the despatch of business, 
when there shall be divine service, the administration of the holy com- 
munion, and a sermon by one of the presbyters to be appointed to this 
office by the bishop, which shall give place when the bishop delivers 
a sermon, or charge. 

3. A sermon preached at the opening of the convention shall be at 
its entire disposal, to be published by its order, but not otherwise. 

4. The following shall be the rules of order in the proceedings, viz: 
(the rules of order on p. 23 and 24 of the pamphlet published by order 
of convention in 1825.) 


Il. 
Of the Secretary of the Convention. 


1. A secretary shall be chosen at every convention, by ballot, after 
viva voce nominations of the candidates.. In case but one is put in 
nomination, the balloting shall be dispensed with. His office and duties 
shall continue until the meeting of the next annual convention, and until 
his successor is chosen. 

2. He shall give not less than one month’s written notice of the time 
(the day and hour) appointed for the meeting of the convention, to 
every clergyman within the diocese, entitled to a seat, according to a 
list, to be furnished by the bishop ; and, as far as is practicable, he shall 
give a.similar notice to the churchwardens and vestrymen of every 
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vacant congregation. And such notice shall be accompanied with a 
form of the:certificate of the appointment of lay deputies. 

3. On the printing of any pastoral letter of the house of bishops, he 
shall transmit the same to the clergy and to vacant churches to be read 
to the congregations on some occasion of public worship, and also for 
general perusal by the members of the church, under such reasonable 
regulations as expediency may require. 

4. He shall transmit annually to each of the bishops, and to the 
secretary of every diocesan convention, a copy of the journal. 

5. He shall also transmit to every general convention a certificate 
to be signed by himself, or by the president of the convention of this 
diocese, containing a list. of the clergymen in this diocese, and the 
amount of funds paid or secured to be paid, (distinguishing them) to 
the General Theological Seminary, together with the nomination of 


5 trustees of that seminary: and also, a like certificate of the appointment 


of clerical and lay deputies. 
6. Besides the duties before Speatete he shall perform all others 
usually appertaining to the office of secretary, or enjoined on him by 


the convention. 


Il. 


Of the Treasurer of the Convention, and of a Treasurer of the Fund 
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for the support of the Episcopate. 


1. At every stated convention there shall be chosen by ballot a 
treasurer of the convention, and a treasurer of the fund for the support 
of the episcopate, who shall respectively remain in office until the next 
stated: convention, and until successors are appointed. »' Their accounts 
shall be closed on the Tuesday preceding the day appointed for its 
meeting, and submitted to the standing committee, who shall examine 
and report thereon to the convention. 

2. In case of vacancy in either of these offices, or that of secretary, 
it shall be supplied by the standing committee. 

3, The treasurer of the convention shall forward to the secretary of 
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11. the house of clerical and lay deputies of the general convention, at 
12 every meeting thereof, seventy-five cents for each clergyman of this 
13 diocese, towards the necessary expenses of said convention. 


| 


Of the contributions for defraying the expenses incurred or authorized 
by the Convention. 


1 The churches shall contribute annually for this purpose, by payments 
2 to be made at or before each stated convention, to the treasurer thereof: 
3 each of the churches in Philadelphia, and other cities, twenty dollars ; 
4 and others, five dollars each. The contributions thus raised shall be 
5 applied to the expenses incurred, or authorized by the convention. 


N.. 


Recommending the Incorporation of Churches. 


1. It is recommended that all the churches in this diocese should 
be incorporated, according to law, and that in all cases where charters 
have not been obtained, applications be made to the judges of the 
supreme court. 

2, In order that such charters may conform to the essential principles 
of the church, as regards doctrine, discipline, and worship, it is further 
recommended that they shall, before application to the judges, be laid 
before the bishop and standing committee, for their examination and 
approbation ; and in order to obtain as much uniformity in this behalf 
as local circumstances will admit, the following form of charter is 
recommended. (The same form that is published in the Church 
Register of March 24, 1827.) 
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Vi. 
Of the Fund for the support of the Episcopate. 


1 1. It-is enjoined as the duty of every settled clergyman, once in 
2 every year, to preach a sermon on the episcopal office, or on the apos- 
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tolic. succession, or on such other subject as to’him shall’ seem best 
adapted to recommend this fund to support and patronage. 

2. On every such occasion a contribution shall be received, for the 
sole and express purpose of malas provision for the support of the 
episcopate. 

3. The money so collected shall be forwarded to the treasurer of the 
fund, who shall keep an account of all monies received, and report at 
every stated convention. 

4. At every stated convention the clergy respectively shall report 
at what time they performed the duty hereinbefore enjoined, and the 
amount of the contribution made in their respective churches. 

5. The income of the said fund shall be exclusively appropriated 
for the use of the bishop who shall have the city of Philadelphia within 
his diocese. 


Vi. 
Of Vacant Churches. 


It is earnestly recommended, that in every instance where a church 
is unprovided with a pastor, a standing subscription shall be prepared, 
which, with the pew-rents, after defraying necessary repairs, shall be 
set apart)asia fund for the support of a pastor, when duly elected and 
settled ; and the profits and rents of glebés, so far’ as is consistent with 
the will ofthe donors, shall be applied in like manner, the capital and 
accumulating interest to be anvestett from time to time in public or 
good land securities. 


‘vill. 
Of the African Glen of St. Thoinas: 


It is hereby declared that the African Church of St. Thomas is not 
entitled to send a clergyman or deputies to the convention, or to inter- 
fere with the general government of the church, this condition being 
made in consideration of the péculiar circumstances of such church, 
at. present.—Journal, Junes 1795... 


RESOLUTIONS. 


1 Inconvention, May, 1829. The five following resolutions of former 
2 conventions, relative to sundry institutions connected with the Pro- 
~ 3 testant Episcopal Church, are ordered to be published with the canons 


4 and regulations. 
Lp 


Of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church for the Advance- 
- ment of Christianity in Pennsylvania. Established 4. D. 1812. 


1 The constitution of the Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
2 for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania having been read, 
3 it was unanimously resolved, that this convention have received with 
4 much pleasure, information of the establishment of said society, that 
5 they give their unqualified approbation to so laudable an institution, 
6 and promise to co-operate with them in promoting their pious and 
7 benevolent designs.—Journal, May, 1812. 


Il. 


Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States. Established 4. D. 1820. 


This convention heartily approves the pious design of the general 
convention in the formation of said society for missionary purposes, and 
hereby recommends to all the churches in this diocese, to further, by 
their contributions and their prayers, an object so immediately con- 
nected with the prosperity of the Episcopal Church in this country, 
and the enlargement of the Redeemer’s Kingdom abroad.—Journal, 
May, 1822. 
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Ill. 


Of the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Chureh in the United States. Established A. D. 1817. 


1 This convention concurring with their venerable bishop in the 

2 interest which he has expressed upon the subject of the General Theo- 

3 logical Seminary, do heartily recommend that institution to the zealous 

4 support and fostering care of episcopalians throughout this diocese, as 

5 being an important mean under Divine Providence of supplying a 

6 learned and efficient ministry for the promulgation of the doctrines and 
7 the preservation of the worship and discipline of the Protestant Epis- 

8 copal Church.—Journal, May, 1824. 


IV. 


Of the Corporation for the relief of the Widows and Children of 
Clergymen in the Communion of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


1 It is recommended to the vestries of churches throughout the state 
2 to consider the expediency of making provision for securing to the 
3 families of their respective ministers the benefit of the funds in the 
4 hands of “The corporation for the relief,” &e. &e. by paying in their 
5 behalf the annual contributions required by the constitution of that 
6 society.—Journal, May, 1825. 


Vv. 
Of the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union. 
This convention highly approves of the forination of the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday ‘School Union at the meeting of the 


3 General Convention in 1826, and heartily recommends it to the support 
4 


and patronage of the members of the church in this diocese.—Journal, 
5 May, 1828. 


